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Praxis de Stratelatis, (The Practice of Military Officers,) c.400 A.D., Anonymous Greek 

author- possibly Eutychius/Eustratios of Constantinople 583 A.D., 

https://www.stnicholascenter.org/who-is-st-nicholas/stories-legends/classic-

sources/istratelatis  

 The following is an analysis of the above-cited translation of the ancient text and 

reveals that the context of persecution was still raw in believers’ minds at the time of its 

occurrence.  The Praxis de Stratelatis is significant because it is the first recorded 

account of St. Nicholas of Myra, the historical person behind the story of Santa Claus.  It 

also shows the evil motives and purposeful gain of those atrocities among unbelievers.  

Observations by the details researched here reveal profiting as the motive for 

persecution. Simultaneously, the contention by confession of belief and faith in Christ 

wedged a conflict between Christians and non-Christians.  Nicholas’s demand for 

justice and personal exhibition of righteous anger reflects who the accused were to him. 

 Concerning the three “innocent” citizens, it is apparent that their identities were 

made known to Nicolas and that they were his Christian followers.  He makes it a point 

to pass the “shrine of the martyrs Crescens and Dioscorides.”  Personal intent is 

revealed by posing and answering why Nicolas rushes to the scene, fearlessly removes 

the sward, and throws it to the ground?  This is further seen as Nicholas personally 
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commits his sacrifice to their justice, saying, “I am prepared to be put to death instead of 

them.”1  Again notice the descriptive, as the governor, “enemy of God,” ordered them to 

be put to death.2  Furthermore, he loosens the accused from their chains and set them 

free of “unjust proceedings.”3  So while righteousness in the situation was his 

justification, personal anger was his motive. 

 Nicolas rushed to the governor as he addresses personally, “how dare you 

confront me.” It appears he took this personally as against himself and the Church.  It is 

apparent that Nicolas personally knew the three accused as his followers and believers, 

thus would know of their upright moral character.  As such, he knew they were being 

used as a vendetta, as scapegoats, and for-profit, and were falsely charged.  Moreover, 

he was told of the conspiracy and bribery.  Notice the tone in which Nicholas charges 

the governor: “how serious your sins” and “what fashion you administer your princely 

prefecture.”4 

 As the story progresses, notice that the soldiers “conspire” against Constantine, 

also a Christian, “arose against them [Christians],” and were “enemies against you 

[Constantine] among our own people.”  It appears the generals did conspire against 

Constantine.   This is apparent, given the story’s part to “bribe” with “1700 pounds of 

gold.”  Moreover, it is reflected in their confession of sins both in prayer and outward 

 
1 Carol Myers, St. Nicholas Center, https://www.stnicholascenter.org/; Mark Wilson, 
Saint Nicholas: The Real Story,  Lachlan Creative, producer M.K. Bennett, director 
Stuart Lachlan Bennett, (2015), https://youtu.be/FoTMhIlpxYQ; Praxis de Stratelatis, 
c.400 A.D., https://www.stnicholascenter.org/who-is-st-nicholas/stories-legends/classic-
sources/istratelatis  
2 Ibid., 
3 Ibid., 
4 Ibid., 
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acknowledgment by the “cutting of their hair.”  This cutting signifies repentance and 

devotion to God.  Likely, they would have pleaded for mercy, as reflected in Constantine 

giving them the prison sentence rather than death.  However, what was false to their 

accusation was that they plotted while in prison; it was only speculation that lead to their 

death sentence.5  This is a story of how money was the motive for persecution amongst 

the powers at being.  But by the grace of God, all accused, both justly and unjustly, 

were forgiven by God. 

 
5 Ibid. 


